
 
 Constitution of  

The Creative Writing Graduate Student Association  
Adopted: August 23rd, 2010  

Article 1. Name  
The official name of the organization shall be the Creative Writing Graduate Student 
Association.  

Article Ii. Affiliation  
This organization is not affiliated with any local, state, national, or international organizations.  

Article III. Purpose and Objectives  
The Creative Writing Graduate Student Association exists to provide MFA candidates a forum 
to voice their opinions and concerns regarding the graduate creative writing program, and to 
foster open communication between faculty and students. Through their sponsorship of 
fundraising events and maintenance of a GSA funded budget, the CRWGSA also exists to 
support student readings and other community enrichment programs, including student 
attendance of the AWP conference each year.  

Article IV. Adherence  
This organization will adhere to all University rules, regulations, and policies, as well as to all 
local, state, and federal laws.  

Article V. Membership  
Section 1. General Requirements:  
All MFA Candidates in the Creative Writing Graduate Program are considered members.  
Section 2. Non exclusionary Membership Clause.  
This organization practices an open membership policy for members of the university 
community without regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin, disability, military 
service member or veteran status, or sexual orientation. Membership and participation in a 
student organization must be open to all currently registered students without regard to 
gender, unless exempt under Title IX.  
Section 3. Categories of Membership  
Active membership will be purely voluntary and informal.  
Section 4. Qualifications and Privileges  
Members present at meetings carry active voting privileges.  

Article VI. Meetings  



The executive board will call for meetings on an as needed basis but no less than once a month. 
Meetings will be set for a time that is most convenient for members of the executive board and 
will be communicated to the department via email.  

Article VII. Officers  
Section 1. Title  
The officers of the CRWGSA shall be: third-year, second-year, and first-year representative. The 
second-year representative will also be considered to be Chair, and the third-year 
representative will be considered to be Chief Advisor, unless by general agreement of the board 
these distinctions are dropped for the year they are serving.  
Section 2. Qualifications  
The executive board officers will consist of one representative from each year, as indicated by 
their titles. Should a representative from a particular year not be available, after an exhaustive 
search has been conducted for said representative, then the board will accept a third 
representative from any year.  
Section 3. Duties  
The Chair provides leadership and overall direction for the organization with substantial input 
from the third-year and first-year representative. All members preside over meetings, serve as 
liaisons between creative writing faculty and students, and share all other duties between 
them.  
Section 4. Removal  
Officers will be removed from office for consistent failure to carry out their duties or gross 
misconduct. Removal requires unanimous vote at a GSA stipulated for that purpose.  

Article VIII. Elections  
Elections shall take place at the end of each spring semester at a meeting announced for this 
purpose, with the exception of the election of the first-year representative. Members present 
will discuss who would like to serve on the executive board. If a consensus cannot be reached 
in open discussion then the chair will take votes on a secret ballot. In the event that the chair is 
running for office than an impartial member will be selected to oversee the voting process.  

Article IX. Committees  
Section 1. Executive Board  
At the beginning of each semester the Executive Committee will meet to discuss all issues 
pertaining to the organization and to sketch plans for the coming year. After this, they will meet 
once a month minimally.  
Section 2. Fundraising Committee  
This committee will consist of a chair whenever possible. If that is not possible, the executive 
board will attempt to find a principal organizer for each event it sponsors, and serve in the 
capacity of fundraising char. Other members of the fundraising committee will be volunteers, 
and will serve in a capacity of  



supporting the chair and executive board in holding events. The fundraising committee will 
attempt to hold no less than one event each semester.  
Section 3. Student Reading Committee  
Shall consist of members selected internally by the previous year’s student reading committee 
with preference for students in their final year of the MFA program. Should it be possible, all 
interested students may serve on the student reading committee. The committee will operate 
independently from, but in communication with, the executive board. They will sponsor no less 
than two student readings each semester, and will be funded by the executive board.  

Article X. Finances  
Section 1. Approval  
Expenditures must be approved by the executive board.  
Section 2. SGA Account  
The Creative Writing Graduate Student Association shall establish an SGA account and shall 
conform to all University and SGA rules and regulations. Funding shall come from the SGA , 
from fundraising activities, and other available sources. The executive board shall maintain 
accurate records of expenditures and income, and will verify their account balance no less than 
once a semester.  
Section 3. AWP Funding  
The CRWGSA will fund student attendance of AWP, using no less than fifty percent of their 
budget to do so, unless by vote at a CRWGSA meeting announced for this purpose it is decided 
to reallocate these funds. Student active participation in CRWGSA will qualify them for this 
funding.  

Article XI. Amendments  
At the beginning of each year, the executive board will review the constitution and make any 
necessary changes, ratifying the new constitution at the first possible CRWGSA meeting. Any 
constitutional amendments proposed during the year shall be submitted in writing to the 
executive board for review and will be discussed at the next meeting. An announcement will be 
sent stating that discussion of the amendment will be an agenda item. If consensus cannot be 
achieved on an amendment to the constitution, then said amendment will be voted on by 
members present at the meeting, and will be passed by a majority vote.  

Article XII. Nonprofit clause  
Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific 
purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distribution to organizations that qualify 
as exempt organizations under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  
No part of the net earning of the organization shall inure to the benefit of its members, 
directors, officers, or other persons except that the organization shall be authorized to and 
empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services  
 



rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the exempt purposes of the 
organization.  
In the event of dissolution, the residual assets of the organization will be turned over to one or 

more organizations with similar purposes or to one of more organizations described in section 501 

(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 


